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ACCENTREGION
UTTar praDEsh

Loans toMSMEs
rose20%inFY25
virEnDra singh rawaT
Lucknow, 22 September

Loans to micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) inUttar Pradesh,
which comes on top in the country in
this segment, in FY25 jumped more
than 20 per cent to ~2.48 trillion. The
stateishometomorethanninemillion
MSMEs.
According to theofficial data, credit

givenbycommercialandotherbanksto
MSMEs in FY23 stood at ~1.68 trillion.
ThefigureinFY24was~2trillion.
While commercial banks are pre-

dominant in theurbanandsemi-urban
pockets,cooperativebanksandmicrofi-
nance institutions are providing ‘last
mile’ credit access to ruralmicro entre-
preneurs,especiallywomen.
EasternUPaccountsfor46percentof

thestate’smicrofinance loans, thehigh-
est in the lot. The western and central
regionsaccountfor40percentand14per
cent,respectively,oftheloans.
TheYogiAdityanathgovernmenthas

beennudging banks to ease the flowof
credittoMSMEsforcatalysingthestate’s
industrial development potential and
creatinglocal jobs.
“Theincreasingflowofcredittosmall

businesseswill foster thestate’s ‘Makein
UP’and‘BrandUP’visionwhileretaining

our skilled manpower and aspirational
youth,”aseniorofficialnoted.
UP,whichalsoaimstobecomeIndia’s

first$1trillioneconomy, isprojectingthe
statetobeapotential‘globalsourcinghub’
for big trading companies, importers,
exporters, and ecommercemajors. The
governmentisorganisingthe3rdedition
oftheUPInternationalTradeShow2025
fromSeptember25-29at the IndiaExpo
MartinGreaterNoida.
Thisyear,Russiahasbeendesignated

as the partner country for the show,
markinganeffort to go international in
itsapproach.

rajasThan

State cracksdown
on tax evasion
anil sharMa
Jaipur, 22 September

TheRajasthangovernment’s commercial
taxdepartment recently seized 17
vehicles, and sealedwarehousesbelong-
ing to six Jaipur-based transporters, in its
ongoing effort to curb tax evasion through
transportationof goodswithout valid
documents.
“Thecontinuedcrackdownon tax

evasionhascreatedpanicamong tax
evaders in the state. In linewithchiefmin-
isterBhajanLal Sharma’s zero-tolerance
policyagainst taxevaders, thedepartment
has recently launchedacomprehensive
campaignagainstGSTevasionunder
ChiefTaxCommissionerKumarPal
Gautam,”adepartmentofficial said.
He added that the seized vehicles have

beenparked at thedepartment,where
GSTwill be collected after physical verifi-
cation of the goods thatwere being car-
ried in them. Theofficial further said that
a two-dayoperationwascarriedout to
inspect thewarehouses,wherean initial
assessment revealed themarket valueof
goods tobemillionsof rupees.
According to thedepartment, these

goodswere brought intoRajasthanwith-
out payment of taxes. They are currently
being assessed, to determine the amount
of penalty. Additionally, a largequantity
ofmaterial likediaries and receiptswas
seizedduring the searches,whichcould
potentially expose taxevasionworth
croresof rupees, according to theofficial.

chhaTTisgarh

Mahagenco starts ops at Gare Palma coalmine
r Krishna Das
Raipur, 22 September

Mahagenco, Maharashtra’s state power
generation company, on Thursday com-
menced operations at its coal mine in
Chhattisgarh’sGarePalmaSectorIIblockin
Raigarhdistrict,withtheAdaniroupserv-
ingastheminedeveloperandoperator.
The box cut activity at themine was

launchedinthepresenceofMahagenco’s
ChairmanandManagingDirectorBRad-
hakrishnan.
The company has obtained all the

required environmental, forest,mining,
and administrative clearances for this

project.Theminewasallottedtothecom-
panyby the coalministry in a re-auction
inAugust2015.
“The mine was formally inaugur-

ated, and the box cut activity was suc-
cessfully carried out in the presence of
local villagers and administrative offi-
cials. Coal production from themine is
plannedtobegininJanuary,”officialsat
Mahagencosaid.
Radhakrishnan said that the firm-

wouldcontinue tocontribute toemploy-
ment creation, revenue growth, and
social responsibility initiatives.
Thisproject isoneof the largest inthe

state,withanannualproductioncapacity

of23.6milliontonnes.Itwillplayacrucial
roleinmeetingthestate’senergyrequire-
ments, particularly ensuring coal supply
tothermalpowerplantssuchasChandra-
pur,Koradi,andParli.
This will enable the national grid to

receive over 3,200megawatts of electric-
ity, saidapressrelease.
The company officials said the oper-

ationoftheminewillsignificantlyreduce
India’s dependence on coal imports and
strengthen the country’s path towards
energy self-reliance with the use of
domesticcoalresources.It isamajorstep
towardsrealisingthevisionof‘Atmanirb-
harBharat’.
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GSTreformswill addup to
~2.5trninsavingsforpeople
Oppn-ruled states demand compensation for loss of revenue
archis Mohan
NewDelhi, 22 September

Inanopenlettertocitizensthat
he posted on social media on
Monday evening, Prime Min-
isterNarendraModi reiterated
that the income tax cuts and
the “next generation GST
reforms”willadduptosavings
of nearly ~2.5 trillion for the
people, and asked citizens to
celebratethe“GSTSavingsFes-
tival”,whichcoincideswiththe
festival season, by buying and
selling swadeshi products,
which he said will help many
families earn their living and
createjobopportunitiesforthe
youth.
The PM urged “state gov-

ernments to encourage indus-
try, manufacturing and
improvement of investment
climate.” He emphasised that
the next generation GST
reforms will “boost savings”,
“directly benefit every section
of the society”, “encourage
greater growth and invest-
mentsandacceleratetheprog-
ressofeverystateandregion”.
The PM said the reforms

will strengthen India’s local
manufacturing base to pave
thewaytowardsAatmanirbhar
Bharat.
“Our small industries,

shopkeepers,traders,entrepre-
neursandMSMEswill also see
greater ‘Ease of Doing Busi-
ness’and‘EaseofCompliance’.
Lower taxes, lower prices and
simpler ruleswillmeanbetter
sales, less compliance burden
and growth of opportunities,
especiallyintheMSMEsector,”
hesaid.
ThePM,ashedidduringhis

Sunday’saddresstothenation,
in asked people to support
products that are ‘Made in
India’, “products that have the
sweat and toil of an Indian
involved in theirmaking, irre-
spective of the brand or the
companythatmakes them.”
Toshopkeepers,Modi said,

“Let us proudly say - what we
buyisswadeshi.Letusproudly
say-whatwesell is swadeshi.”
Chief ministers of the

National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) ruled states welcomed
theGSTratecuts,withAndhra
Pradesh CM N Chandrababu
Naidu announcing that his
government will undertake a
month-long awareness cam-
paign,whereitwillhold65,000
meetings, to spreadawareness
among the people about the
benefits of the “GST 2.0
reforms”.He said theGST rate
cuts will benefit Andhra Pra-
desh to the tune of ~8,000
crore. However, in Kolkata,
West Bengal CM Mamata
BanerjeeaccusedtheCentreof
havingpassedon thefinancial
burden on to the states, and
taking“unduecredit” for it.
Banerjee, after inaugurat-

ing a Durga Puja pandal, said
that though the state is set to
incur~20,000croreasrevenue
lossduetotheloweringofGST,
she welcomed the decision
saying it will benefit the
common man. “How will we
get the money in the wake of

the ~20,000 crore revenue
loss?" sheasked.
In Mysuru, Karnataka CM

Siddaramaiah asked whether
the PM, who collected exces-
sive GST for eight years, will

return all of that to
Indians.He accused thePMof
“deceiving” Indians.
In Hyderabad, Telangana

CM A Revanth Reddy
demanded that the Centre
compensate the states for five
years for the loss of revenues.
Addressingapressconference,
ReddysaidthatwhenGSTwas
introduced, the Centre had
promised to compensate for
revenuelossesifthetaxgrowth
rate fell below 14per cent, and
theCentreshouldfill thegap if
revenuefallsduetothechange
inslabs.Thestategovernment
had earlier said that it esti-
mated it would lose about
~7,000 crore in revenue
annually.
Earlierintheday,whileona

visit to Arunachal Pradesh,
where he laid foundation
stones for projects worth
~5,100crore,thePMinteracted
with shopkeepers and traders

in itscapital, Itanagar.
InDelhi, someof theUnion

ministers fanned out in its
markets.FinanceMinisterNir-
mala Sitharaman interacted
with shopkeepers and traders
inEastDelhi,andherminister-
ial colleagues, J P Nadda and
Ashwini Vaishnaw did so in
Amar Colony in Lajpat Nagar
and R K Puram markets,
respectively.
Addressing a press confer-

ence at the Bharatiya Janata
Party headquarters here later
in the day, Vaishnaw said the
government is vigilant on
whetherthebenefitsoftheGST
ratecutsarebeingpassedonto
the consumers, andwarnedof
strict action against errant
tradersandshopkeepers.
The GST rate cuts have

come amid the US imposing
stiffsanctionsonIndiangoods.
VaishnawsaidtheGSTreforms
will lead to a consumption
boom, drive demand, which
willtriggerinvestments,create
jobs and boost economic
growth. Vaishnaw said the
latestGST rate cutswill add at
leastRs20trilliontotheGDP.
The minister also com-

paredthehightaxratesduring
the rule of the Congress-led
UPAgovernment slamming it
for terming GST as “Gabbar
SinghTax”,whentheseduring
the UPA years were “Gabbar
Singh ke bade dada” (the
grandfatherofGabbarSingh).
In his open letter, the PM

said daily essentials such as
food, medicines, soap, tooth-
paste, insurance and many
more itemswill now either be
tax-free or fall in the lowest 5
per cent tax slab. Goods that
wereearliertaxedat12percent
have almost entirely shifted to
5percent.“Itisgreatlyhearten-
ing to see various shopkeepers
and traders putting up then
andnowboardswhichindicate
taxes pre-reforms and post-
reforms,"Modisaidinhisletter
to thepeople.

MyfirstWorldFoodIndia (WFI)asa
Unionminister inSeptember2024wasa
definingexperience. Inthose fourdays, I
witnessedtheentire farm-to-forkeco-
systemconverge: statepavilionswith
globalbuyers,FPOsandSHGsbeside
technologyshowcases,andpolicydia-
loguesalongside investmentannounce-
ments. ItaffirmedWFI’s roleasa
strategicplatformalignedwithPrime
MinisterShriNarendraModiji’svision
for India tobecomeaglobal foodbasket.
That experience shaped theblue-

print for 2025.Travels to food-process-
ingunits, dialogueswith industry
leaders, andengagementsat global
platforms likeGulfoodandWEF
strengthenedmyconviction that the
worldmust see India’s agri-fooddiver-
sity andcapabilities asneverbefore.We
resolved tomake thenext edition
bolder andmoreoutcome- focused,
turning innovation into investment
andestablishing Indiaasa trusted
global foodhub.
Thisambition is reinforcedbypolicy

tailwinds,mostnotably thenext-gener-
ationGSTreforms.Byplacingmostpro-
cessed food itemstofiveorzeroper
cent, these reformshavecreatedacon-
duciveandcompetitiveenvironment
for thesector.
Withthisbackground,wearereadyto

hostWFI2025from25-28September, to
beinauguratedbytheHon’blePrime
Minister,signallingthegovernment’s
highpriorityforthissector.Thisedition
will featureNewZealandandSaudi
Arabiaaspartnercountries,withJapan,
theUAE,Vietnam,andRussiaasfocus
countries.Apowerfulexampleofcoop-
erativefederalism,21statesandunion
territorieswillenrichtheevent,with
pavilionshighlightingregional
strengths.Alongsidemajorexhibitions
andB2Bforums,WFIwillhost the3rd

GlobalFoodRegulatorsSummitby
FSSAIandthe24thIndiaInternational
SeafoodShowbySEAI.
WFIrunsonawhole-of-government

engine.Whileourministry leads,we
workshoulder-to-shoulderwithminis-
triesacrossthevaluechainlikeanimal
husbandry&dairying,fisheries,com-
merce,DPIIT,agriculture&farmers’wel-
fare,andhealth&familywelfare,
AYUSH,DoNERandagenciesunder
themsothatproduction,standards,
trade,andinvestmentmoveinsync.
WFI’sagendarestsonfivecorepillars:

sustainabilityandnet-zerofoodprocess-
ing;Indiaasaglobalfoodprocessinghub;
frontiersinfoodprocessing,products,
andpackagingtechnologies;processed
foodfornutritionandhealthandlive-
stockandmarineprod-
uctsacceleratingrural
economy.Eachpillaris
mappedtocurated
sessions,B2Bmeetings,
andadoptionpath-
ways,soparticipation
movesfromdiscussion
todeployment.
The remarkable

success of PMFME
micro-entrepreneurs
demonstratesWFI’s impact. Free stalls
place themat theheart of the event,
enabling connectionswithdomestic as
well as global giants. Their participa-
tionhas led to tradeordersworth
crores and lastingpartnerships.
Manyreturnthisyearasweproudly

continuetoensurealevel-playingfield
forIndia’ssmallest foodentrepreneurs.
AkeyhighlightofWFIis theCEO

roundtable,whereindustryleaders,
investors,andpolicymakersengagein
strategicdialoguetofostercollaboration
andresolvesectoralchallenges.Notably,
GST-relatedissuesraisedherein2024
ledtothenext-genGSTreforms,reflect-
ingourgovernment’sconsultativeand
responsiveapproach.
Tobetrulycomprehensive,WFI

engagesthefullspectrumofstake-
holders, includingtheHoReCaandAlco-
bevsectors,spurringinnovationacross
allsub-sectors.Wearealsospotlighting
ournorth-easternregion,richinorganic
andsustainableproducts. Itspavilion
willshowcaseeverythingfromAssam’s
teastoMeghalaya’s turmeric,highlight-

ingthePrimeMinister’svisionofthe
North-EastasalaunchpadforIndian
organicbrandsglobally.
WFI’s credibility restsondelivery.

Since2017, ithasgroundedover₹38,000
crores in investments.The2024edition
sawover 1,500exhibitorsand20
countrypavilions, generating$93mil-
lion in tradeorders.More than50new
processingunitswere inaugurated,
25,000micro-enterprises receivedsub-
sidies, and₹245crore inseedcapital
supported70,000womenfromSHGs.A
wall featuringover 1,100QR-coded
picklevarieties, a record in itself, show-
caseddirectmarketaccess for small
producers.Thesemilestoneshighlight
WFIasacontinuousengine for invest-
ment, innovation,and inclusivegrowth.

The strongest
endorsement forWFI
comes from the
industry itself. Net
exhibition area
bookedhas surged
43 per cent, from
70,000 squaremeters
to 100,000 square
metres in a year,
signalling immense
market confidence to

harness this platform for growth and
partnership.
WorldFoodIndia2025embodiesa

simple logic:wheninnovationmeets
investmentandstandards,prosperity
follows. It iswhereastart-upcanpitchto
aglobal investor,anSHGcanfindbuyers
fororganicpickles,andstatescanattract
multinationalplants.As thePrimeMin-
isterhasobserved, India’s fooddiversity
isadividendforeveryglobal investor.
Foodprocessing is the linkthat turns
thispotential into jobs,higher farmer
incomes,andamorevalue-added
exportbasket.
Toallreaders,stakeholders,andwell-

wishers:joinusatWorldFoodIndia2025
towitnesshowa1.4billion-strongnation
is“processingforprosperity”withtech-
nology,innovation,andheart.Fastenyour
seatbeltsforanunforgettableeventwhere
boldvisionsandvibrantflavoursconverge
toinspireaworldofpossibilities.
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
ThewriterisUnionministerforfood
processingindustries.Viewsexpressed
arepersonal

WFI 2025: Taste the future
oPinion

chirag paswan

A key highlight ofWfi
is the Ceo roundtAble,
Where industry
leAders, investors, And
poliCymAkers engAge in
strAtegiC diAlogue to
foster CollAborAtion
And resolve seCtorAl
ChAllengesPrimeMinisterNarendraModivisits anexhibitionat

IndiraGandhiPark in ItanagaronMonday PHOTO: PTI

SC slams ‘selective’ release ofA-I crash report

Bhavini Mishra
NewDelhi, 22 September

TheSupremeCourtonMonday
questioned the “selective”
releaseof theAircraftAccident
Investigation Bureau’s (AAIB)
reportonthepreliminaryfind-
ings into the June 12 Air India
crash in Ahmedabad. A two-
judge Bench of Justices Surya

KantandNKotiswarSinghsaid
that “selective publication of
thepreliminary inquiry report
wasunfortunate”.
“Until the investigation is

complete,confidentialitymust
be maintained,” the bench
observed. While agreeing to
hearapublic interest litigation
movedbySafetyMattersFoun-
dation, a non-profit organisa-

tion, the bench sought the
Union government as well as
theDirectorateGeneralofCivil
Aviation(DGCA)’s response.
In its plea, the non-profit

organisation has sought an
independent probe into the
June 12 crash of Air India’s
Boeing787-8aircraftoperating
Flight AI171 to London Gat-
wick. Safety Matters Founda-
tionhas, initsplea,alsoargued
that the disclosure of partial

findings violated the Aircraft
(InvestigationofAccidentsand
Incidents) Rules, 2017, which
mandate full disclosure of
factual data collected during
the inquiry. The plea further
allegedthatthereportwithheld
crucial informationsuchasthe
fullDigitalFlightDataRecorder
output,completeCockpitVoice
Recordertranscriptswithtime-
stamps,andElectronicAircraft
FaultRecordingdata.
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Seeks response fromCentre, DGCA

PM’s oPen letter
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	काशन हते सचनाु ू
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िदनाकं- 21/8/25

सषमा चौधरी ... अपीलकता�ु
बनाम

ड	�य टी सी नोएडा डेवलपम�ट कंपनी �ाइवेटू
िलिमटेड ... िवप�ी
सेवा म�,
ड	�य टी सी नोएडा डेवलपम�ट कंपनी �ाइवेट िलिमटेडू
जी. ऍफ़. -9, �लाजा एम्-6 जसोला िडि
��ट स�टर
नई द�ली 110025
िवषय :- ररेा अिधिनयम, 2016 क� धारा 44 के तहत
अपील के स
ब�ध म�
एतद�ारा आपको सिचत िकया जाता है िक, उपव�िण�त् ू
अपील िदनांक 20.08.2025 को सनवाई हेत िनयत थी।ु ु
आपक� तरफ से अदालत म� कोई उपि
थत नह� था।
अतएव, आपको िनदि� शत िकया जाता है िक उ� अपील
का जबाब दनेे के िलए अिधिनयम क� धारा -५६ म�
विण�त �यि�गत �प से या क़ाननी �ितिनिध के मा�यमू
से अिधकरण के सम� उपि
थत ह�, अ�यथा उ� अपील
पर आपक� अनपि
थित म� एकतरफा सनवाई क� जाएगी।ु ु
अपील क� अगली सनवाई िदनांक 23.09.2025 कोु
िनधा��रत है।
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